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Summer 2008 Produc-
tion: The Mikado 
Terry Kiss Frank 
returns as Stage 
Director with 
Christopher Ocasek as 
Musical Director and 
Conductor
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Friday the 13th
Mark your calendars 
and plan to attend 
Friday, Feb 13, 2009 at 
First Unitarian Society
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Mikado Tickets
All tickets available 
from the Wisconsin 
Union Theater or Vilas 
Hall box offices, by 
phone or via internet
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The Sorcerer and 
Cox & Box DVD re-
leased
The summer 2007 
production complete 
with Dolby Digital 5.1 
Surround Sound - The 
Mikado will be video 
taped in high 
definition.
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The Mikado
At left, the program 
cover for the 1998 
production, the most 
recent. In 2008: our 
sixth Mikado
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From the President 

Dear Friends of The Madison Savoyards,

As I write this, Wisconsin is about to welcome “the 
flowers that bloom in the spring” (yes, it’s from 
The Mikado), while the producers and performers 
of The Madison Savoyards are busy preparing our 
46th season of bringing the joys of Gilbert & Sulli-
van to the stage in Madison.


It’s not too early to mark your calendars for the 
Savoyards’ 2008 summer production, The Mikado, 
set for July 18-20 and July 25-27, 2008, in intimate 
Music Hall on the UW-Madison campus. Director 
Terry Kiss Frank and Music Director Christopher 
Ocasek are already working on the sights and 
sounds of Titipu, the mythical Japanese town that 
has a lot in common with nineteenth-century Eng-
land -- and twenty-first-century America.

The leading roles have been cast, but we still have 
openings in the chorus for basses and tenors. 
Please consider auditioning. See the Savoyards’ 
Web site for more information:  
www.madisonsavoyards.org.

Tickets are now available at the Wisconsin Union 
Theatre Box Office and Vilas Hall Box Ofice.

  
As we look forward to July with anticipation, we 
also look back to 
February with fond 
memories. Our 
fourth annual mid-
winter concert, 
“With Ringing 
Cheer,” provided a 
warm glow on Feb-
ruary 1 to help us 
through a very chal-
lenging winter. 
Thanks to the pro-
ducer of that lovely 
musical evening, 
John Kruse; to eve-
ryone who partici-
pated as a musician 
or behind the scenes; 
and to the First 
United Methodist 
Church in downtown 
Madison, which 
provided a beautiful 
location for music-
making.

Anyone who likes to 
plan well in advance 
will want to take note of the date and place for next 

year’s midwinter musicale:  Friday, February 13, 
2009, back to our original venue at the First Unitar-

ian Society on University 
Bay Drive.

With all this calendar work 
done, Savoyards’ fans need 
only sit back and start 
humming favorite tunes 
from The Mikado, from the 
opening chorus, “We Are 
Gentlemen of Japan,” 
through “A Wandering 
Minstrel I,” “Taken from 
the County Jail,” “I’ve Got 
a Little List,” “Three Little 
Maids from School,” “I 
Am So Proud”-- too many 
to list. The Mikado is re-
plete with beautiful music, 
amusing lyrics, and dead-
pan comic dialogue. Please 
come join us in July to 
hear and see this beloved 
work of musical theater. 
After you’ve seen it once, 
you may just want to come 
back and see it all over 
again.
 

 
 
 



 
 
 - Dianne Sattinger
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The Mikado
As this is being written, the grass is finally turning 
green, the leaves are beginning to bud, and tickets 
for the 46th annual summer production of the 
Madison Savoyards, Ltd, The Mikado, are on sale. 
Auditions have been held, the 
cast has been selected, and 
rehearsals start June 8. 
Soon the rehearsal rooms 
will resound with “...we 
are gentlemen from Ja-
pan....” and the wonderful 
lyrics of The Mikado. 

The Mikado is the eighth 
Gilbert & Sullivan produc-
tion (counting Thespis, 
written before their col-
laboration with D’Oyly 
Carte began with Trial by 
Jury) and it comes at the 
height of their powers. Of 
all the G&S operas, it is 
the most performed and 
had the longest initial run--
672 performances. But it 
nearly didn’t happen. The 
agreement Gilbert and 
Sullivan had with D’Oyly 
Carte specified they would 
begin work on a new pro-
duction when notified by 
Carte six months in ad-
vance of the required open-
ing. The pattern had been since HMS Pinafore that 
each new show would run about a year or more, 
sometimes much more, so Gilbert and Sullivan 
could look forward to some time off after the open-
ing of a new production. However, in the case of 
Princess Ida, ticket sales began sagging much ear-
lier (it was to run “only” 246 performances) than 
expected so when Carte issued his request, it was 
particularly unwelcome, especially on the part of 
Sullivan who needed the longer respite to rekindle 
his enthusiasm. The working arrangement was that 
Gilbert would write the lyrics first and then Sulli-
van would set them to music. When Gilbert sent 
Sullivan his proposed book for the new production, 
Sullivan rejected it out of hand and made it clear 
that the plot, which centered around a magic love 
potion (and had more than passing similarity to the 
plot device of The Sorcerer) was absolutely unac-
ceptable. In fact, Sullivan was expressing a desire 
to end the collaboration. The heat of the exchanges 
increased and for a while it appeared that there 
would be no new opera. But a combination of 
Carte’s diplomacy (and that of his assistant) and 
the gradual realization on the part of both Gilbert 
but especially Sullivan, that their financial future 
depended on continuing the collaboration, brought 
them to agree to try. Gilbert agreed to supply a new 
book and not one based on the rejected love potion 
plot. While Gilbert was fuming and pacing in his 

study one night, trying to come up with a new idea, 
an antique Japanese sword fell off the wall. As 
Gilbert picked it up, an idea began to form and the 
rest is history. The film Topsy Turvy depicts all of 
this with reasonable historic accuracy (except, 
perhaps, that Gilbert was much more of a family 
man than depicted in the film. Sullivan’s depiction 

is, unfortunately, accu-
rate.)

At the time, all things 
Japanese were the rage 
in London and in many 
parts of the world as 
Japan was emerging 
from isolation. There 
was, in fact, an ongo-
ing Japanese fair in 
Knightsbridge (the 
district of London near 
Harrod’s department 
store) so many Lon-
doners were 
becoming fas-
cinated and 
familiar with 
the costumes, 
customs, and 
cuisine of Ja-
pan. Gilbert 
was a shrewd 
businessman 
and realized 
the Japanese 
setting for the 

new opera would increase interest and 
ticket sales. (Carte was perhaps even more 
so. Before sending a touring company of 
Patience to the United States, he sponsored 
a lecture tour by Oscar Wilde to be sure the 
Americans would be familiar with the ob-
ject of the humor in Patience.)

As the production began to take shape, 
Carte bought all the available Japanese silk 
for the costumes and instructed his suppli-
ers not to sell to potential competitors 
planning to mount unauthorized produc-
tions. When he heard that an unauthorized 
production had rented a theater and 
planned to open in New York, he quickly 
formulated a counter plan. There was a 
D’Oyly Carte company rehearsing in Lon-
don that was under the impression they 
were to tour The Mikado in England. How-
ever, one evening after a rehearsal they 
were told to pack to leave that very night for Liv-
erpool where they would board a Cunard Liner in 
secret with assumed names. They managed to ar-
rive in New York undetected so Carte could open 
an “authentic, authorized” production before the 
competition. 

The Mikado remains the most performed of the 
G&S operas. Given the recent popularity of The 

Pirates of Penzance (mainly due to the popularity 
of the  Joseph Papp production with Linda Ron-
stadt as Mabel), it may come as a surprise that The 
Pirates of Penzance was not among the most popu-
lar when it opened, having had a run of only 363 
performances which puts it in seventh place, just 
behind Iolanthe.) The public’s favorites change 
over time. Patience had the second longest initial 
run but is far less frequently performed now. So 
some have changed their popularity ratings but The 
Mikado seems to have held a top position since it 
opened.

As for Madison Savoyards productions, 2008 will 
be the sixth production of The Mikado which will 
tie with HMS Pinafore and be exceeded only by, of 
course, The Pirates of Penzance with seven. Previ-
ous productions were in 1969, 1975, 1983, 1990, 
and 1998. There will be six performances sched-
uled with a seventh possible if ticket sales require. 
The performance dates are July 18-19-20 and 25-
26-27 and all performances will be in Music Hall.

Terry Kiss Frank returns as 
Stage Director. She directed Patience in 2006 to 
great acclaim and has appeared in many previous 
productions, most recently as Ruth in the 2005 
Pirates of Penzance. Christopher Ocasek will make 
his Madison Savoyards debut as Music Director 
and Conductor.


 - Evan Richards, Dramaturg

M A D I S O N  S A V O Y A R D S ,  L T D .

2
 Savoyardage #90 - June 2008

1990 Program Cover

1998 Program



Tickets for The Mikado 
Please note that all tickets for The Mikado are 
available from the Wisconsin Union Theater Box 
Office, (608) 262-2201 and the Vilas Hall Box 
Office, (608) 262-1500. Tickets are also available 
on line at www.madisonsavoyards.org. There is no 
service charge for tickets purchased in person. The 
box office hours are 11:30-2:30 weekdays. Tickets 
are not available directly from the Madison Sa-
voyards.

Ticket Price Change
After much discussion, the Board approved a 
change in ticket prices for 2008. The last change 
was in 2001 for Iolanthe when the basic ticket 
price was increased from $20 to $25. Although the 
basic ticket price increased this year to $30, there 
are many seats for which the price is reduced. The 
very best seats in the house, the center 10 seats of 
the first three rows and the first row of the center 
section of the balcony are now $40. To make seats 
affordable, the price of the balcony sides was re-
duced to $20. There are discounts for seniors, stu-
dents and children. We must keep the finances in 
the black to continue to be able to present wonder-
ful G&S productions every summer. Also, ticket 
revenue does not entirely support the Madison 
Savoyards productions. We depend on the generos-
ity of our donors for a substantial portion of our 
budget. In order to maintain the confidence and 
support of our generous donors, we must keep our 
income sources reasonably balanced. At the same 
time, we hope this pricing structure will make it 
possible for everyone to attend.

Recordings

The 2007 production of Cox & Box and The Sor-
cerer was released on DVD and CD in February, 
2008, and has enjoyed favorable comment and 
strong sales to date. The complete double bill fills 
the DVD. This is the first of our productions to 
have a Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround Sound track 
(the previous year’s Patience was 5.0) using im-
proved audio mixing software. We also released a 
two CD set of The Sorcerer and a single CD of Cox 
& Box. (We would have preferred to have both on 
the two CD set but time limitations imposed by the 
CD duplicator vendor did not allow it.) The 2007 
CDs and DVD join the previous releases: The 
DVDs of Patience from 2006, The Pirates of Pen-
zance from 2005, and Ruddigore (excerpts) from 
2004. 

The only prior CD release is the 2006 Patience, a 
two disc set.

We have been pleasantly surprised by the reception 
these recordings have enjoyed, including a fine 
review of Patience in a major publication, Fanfare. 
The favorable response has inspired us to make 
improvements each year. With Patience in 2006, 
we began 
making pro-
fessional 
multi-track 
audio record-
ings that we 
later mix 
down to ste-
reo for the 
CD and sur-
round sound 
for the DVD. 
Last year for 
The Sorcerer 
and Cox & 
Box, the mix-
ing capability 
was substan-
tially up-
graded. Our 

plan for The Mikado this year is to do the video 
recording in high definition (1080i). It is reasona-
bly clear that high definition, HD. video will be 
adopted by more and more consumers in the near 
future. The HD DVD format battle has been won 
by blue ray and we expect it will be possible to 
issue our DVDs in HD in the not so distant future. 
For the present, we will record our productions in 
HD, capture, and edit in HD, and convert to stan-
dard definition for the DVD. When the technology 
becomes available for our DVDs, we can release 
our productions in HD. Unless things change faster 
than we expect, this year’s Mikado DVD will be 
released in standard definition by early 2009. The 
format will be 16x9 letterbox which has become 
familiar to viewers of commercial movie DVDs.

Save the Date
Be sure to save Friday, February 13, 2009 for 
another delightful evening of Gilbert and Sullivan: 
the annual “almost the end of winter” celebration 
of highlights from the output of our favorite col-
laboration. The location this year is the First Uni-
tarian Society on University Bay Drive. The pro-
gram will include selections from recent and future 
productions, other favorites, and perhaps some 
rarely heard gems. 

Pre Performance Dinners
The University Club will serve dinner on Friday 
July 18 and Friday July 25, before The Mikado.  
Social hour begins at 5:15, dinner at 5:45  and the 
performance of The Mikado at 7:30 PM. Evan 
Richards, Savoyards dramaturge, will enliven the 
dessert course with comments about the history of 
this favorite G & S work.  Reserve your place and 
choice of two entrees by calling the University 
Club at 262-5023. Pricing and menu are being 
arranged, but the three-course dinner probably will 
cost $30 to $35 including service and tax. Credit 
cards are not accepted.
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1983 program cover

Terry Kiss Frank directing at the February 2008, “With Ringing Cheer”
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Renew your Membership 
I’ve enclosed my gift to support Gilbert & Sullivan productions: 
 
[  ] Member ($25-$49)   [  ] Patron ($50-$99)   [  ] Sustaining Member ($100-$499)   [  ] Benefactor ($500-$999)   [  ] Sponsor (1,000+) 
[  ] Endowment Fund ($________________)*  [  ] Other____________________________)

[  ] Please list my contribution as “Anonymous” in  your program.     

Names: ________________________________________________________________________________


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Street Address: _____________________________________  Apt #: ______________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________  State:  ________________Zip: _________

Phone: (       ) __________________________  E-mail: _________________________________________ 

Madison Savoyards DVDs and CDs 
DVDs/CD desired (please specify quantities)

Quantity                                                                                                      Price
 _______Cox&Box and The Sorcerer (2007) DVD 146 min Dolby 5.1   @$25.00        ___________                        Please mail to:
_______The Sorcerer (2007) 2 CD set  108 min                                       @20.00         ___________
_______ Cox & Box (2007)  CD  38 min                                                  @12.00         ___________
_______Patience (2006) DVD   125 min Dolby 5.0                                 @20.00         ___________                       The Madison Savoyards, Ltd.
_______Patience (2006) 2 CD set  125 min                                              @15.00        ___________                        PO Box 1612
_______Pirates of Penzance (2005) DVD  125 min                                  @15.00        ___________                       Madison, WI  53701-1612
_______Ruddigore (highlights) (2004) DVD                                             @10.00       ___________                        Phone:  (608) 231-9005
                                                  
                                   DVD/CD Total:               ___________
All prices include sales tax
 
                     Donation: (Thank You!)      ________________                        www.madisonsavoyards.org
Savoyardage 06/08                                                    Total amount enclosed:  $ _________________             (payable to Madison Savoyards, Ltd.)             
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The Madison Savoyards, Ltd
PO Box 1612
Madison, WI 53701-1612  

* The Endowment Fund is managed by 
the Madison Community Foundation for 
the benefit of the Madison Savoyards
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